
Welcome to the 
Multimodal Hazardous 
Materials Training 
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General Session Overview

• A Brief Summary of Department 
of Transportation’s Hazmat 
Program

• Synopsis of what to expect from 
this seminar
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Federal Hazmat Law

49 U.S.C. Section 5101 et seq.

U.S. Senate Photo

Protect against the 
risks to life, property, 
and the environment 
which are inherent 

in the transportation 
of hazardous 
materials in 

intrastate, interstate, 
and foreign 
commerce
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Hazardous Materials 
Regulations

DOT’s HMR govern the 
packaging and safe 
transportation of 
hazardous materials by 
air, highway, rail, and 
water (except bulk 
transportation onboard 
vessels).
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PHMSA Responsibilities

• Formulates, issues and revises, 
and enforces the HMR 

• Issues special permits and 
approvals under the Federal 
Hazmat Law

• Enforces regulations –
emphasizing:
– Packaging Manufacturers, 

Retesters and Reconditioners
– Multimodal shippers of hazmat



Multimodal
General 
Session

Responsibilities (cont’d)

• Modal administrations (FAA, 
FMCSA, and FRA) enforce the HMR 
respective to their mode

• U.S. Coast Guard (Department of 
Homeland Security) enforces the 
HMR respective to maritime 
operations
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Common Problems Found 
During Inspections

• Failure to maintain training 
records

• Failure to provide training to 
hazmat employees

• Packages not properly marked 
and labeled

• Incorrect shipping papers
• Failure to register with PHMSA
• Lack of a Security Plan



Multimodal
General 
Session

Safe Travel Campaign: 
Partnering for Safety

SafeTravel.dot.gov

Webpage provides guidance 
on safe airline travel with 
portable electronics and their 
spare batteries.
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Safe Travel With Electronic 
Devices and Batteries: Quick 
Action Guide

– It’s safe to carry portable 
electronics on board

– Always carry portable electronics 
in carry-on luggage 
(Do not check in luggage)

– Pack spare batteries in 
carry-on baggage

– Keep loose batteries away 
from metal objects

– Carry spare batteries in original 
packaging

– Put tape over terminals or place 
each battery in its own protective 
case, plastic bag, or package
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Publications Development 
Enterprise

• Post Hazmat 
Publications and 
Training Materials

• Hazmat Partners 
and Stakeholders 
Review and 
Comment

• PHMSA Produces 
Coordinated 
Outreach Materials
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Select - Suggest - Submit

Submit by 
due date

Select product 
to review1

3Suggest
changes2
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What to Expect from this 
Seminar

• Three tracks with all sessions 
given twice
– Hazmat Basics
– Safety and Compliance
– Hazmat Essentials 

• All modes represented
• Get your questions answered
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Hazmat Basics (HB)

• How to Use the HMR
• Hazmat Transportation Training 

Requirements
• Package Selection, Marking, and 

Labeling Requirements
• Shipping Papers and Emergency 

Response Information
• Placarding Requirements
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Safety and Compliance (SC)

• Transporting Hazmat by Air, 
Highway, Rail, and Water

• PHMSA’s Inspection Program
• State Hazmat Enforcement
• Legal Review and Update
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Hazmat Essentials (HE)

• How to Use the Emergency 
Response Guidebook

• Infectious Substances
• Regulatory Process and Update
• Hazmat Transportation Security 

Requirements
• Hazmat Training Product 

Showcase
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Where to Find More 
Information . . .

http://hazmat.dot.gov
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How Can You Reach Us?
Hazardous Materials 

INFO-LINE
1-800-HMR49-22

(1-800-467-4922)
Hours of Operation:  9 am – 5 pm  ET

– Obtain answers to HMR questions
– Request copies of Federal Register, 

exemptions or training materials
– Report HMR violations
– Fax on Demand

E-mail:  infocntr@dot.gov
DOT/PHMSA  Photo
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Got AGot A
Question?Question?
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